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river Vitasta or Jhelum by the king Pravarasena. The king is known to have been both a patron of literature and.a poet himself. It is therefore, quite likely that Pravarasena was himself the amhor of Setubandha,
Bharavi
next important poet of whom we know after Katidasa is pharavi. He is mentioned as a famous poet along with Kalidasa in the Aihole Inscription of 634 A.D. From the point of view of style and thought Bharavi bears clear marks of Kalidasa's influence and, in turn, leaves his own influence on Magha. But Bana omits to mention Bharavi in his works though he mentions many other predecessors. Therefore Bharavi could not have been, in the days of Bana, so old as to possess a well tested and well established reputation. In other words, Bharavi could have preceded Bana only by-a few years. He can, therefore, be placed somewhere about the close of the 6th century A. D-His only work that we have i$ called KirartarjuBiya-an epic poem in 18 cantos. It borrows its plot from the Vana Parva of Mahabharata. In brief, the story is this:— A spy that has been deputed to Hastinapura returns and reports to Yudhisthira the prosperity of his foe, Duryodhana. The brothers of Yudhisthira and Draupadi, urge on an immediate war. Soon Vyasa appears on the scene, and advises Arjuna to perform a penance to win dinive weapons from Siva. A vivid description of the Himalayas follows. Arjuna goes far penance. In succeeding cantos the attempts of the to teeajc h& pennnoe wtik tttfhglp